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   bank street college of education
to	understand	 local	 references	or	 jokes,	 learning	how	odd	and	unknowing	 they	
appeared	to	others	who	had	very	different	premises	and	practices.	All	of	these	es-
says	offer	such	sobering	and	indelible	moments.
Today,	we	are	more	mindful	 than	ever	of	 the	need	 for	global	awareness,	
understanding,	and	engagement.	Letters from Abroad	is	designed	to	highlight	what	
some	Bank	Street	colleagues	have	sought,	found,	and	questioned	while	working	far	
from	home.	The	editors	of	the	Occasional	Papers	Series	hope	these	missives	from	
foreign	shores	will	inspire	others	to	set	out	on	explorations	of	their	own,	explora-
tions	in	which	they	resist	the	temptation	to	make	the	strange	familiar	and	enjoy,	if	
only	for	a	short	while,	the	way	that	the	familiar	itself	may	become	strange.	
